Liviing fn e

This year's Christmas function was addressed by Steven Micholson, a =olicior with McPhee
Kelshaw and the editor of this Newsletter and o member of the Fellowship’s committes far
some yeors. |he full text of this address is available on the Fellowship’s website.

Aher refleciing on some of the highlights of this year Steven took the aftendees back to the
celebrotions that marked the beginning of the “new millennium®. He found these celebra-
tions remarkable becouse he had never seen 5.8 million dollars go vp in smoke so quickly,
remarkable becouse it was nat o new millennium unless you started counting ot 1BC and
remoarkable for the Australion that they remembared. It wos not Donsld Bradman or Dawn
Fraser who was remembered but a five foot three former alecholic who wendered around
the streets of Sydney in the early hours of the meming far twenty five yeors grafitling the
sidewalks with one word M It was that word in the distinctive copperplate hand-

writing of Arthur Stace that was celebroted as it was lit vp on the Sydney Harbour Bridge ot
the climex of the celebrations ef the new millenium.

He then noted how much we had missed thot deily reminder of where we will be spending

our afterlife and how litlle we thought about (a@w and how heaven is the goal of the
Christian life. In 1997 Time magazine noted:



Cce wpon a iime, the fereaffer was weld mapped and famril-
far, the sulject of detolled sermons and coutionary tales
about doing and being good. Today, however, the silence on
¥t dx 5o pervasive that Aeaver may as well nof exist,

Steven then went onfo soy:

“Remarkably white cur pulpits may be silent about heaven
the bible & not. Whila a visitor hos not returned as Shaw
suggests to describe a day in heaven God's Son come and
gave us some picture of what it is like and the apestle John
received a revelotion of heaven

We know frem the kible that:

= BGoctors cre redundont in heeven - there are no tears,
no pain, no illness.

s Dr Fells wouldn't enjoy heoven because oll the advo-
cocy work is manopolised by the Father's son,

#» heoven is piclured s a wedding feost, o monsion with
many reoms, the consummation of creation, en eternal
city, the new Jerusalam.

& ‘We will see clsarly what we sea dimby hara.

& ‘We know that in heaven the worship will be endless. It
iz a place of great joy.

s We know it i Gads kingdom come in all its glory
whare wie #ill be Gods people, in God's place under
God's ruls.”

Sa why is it that we den't think about heaven.
Staver identified the following reasans:

1. We ore foo concerned obout being oo heovenly
rrinded to ba ony earthly geod, He quoted C.5 Lawis”
camment that:

We are very shy nowadays of even mentioning heaven
We are afraid of the jeer abowt “pie in the shy ™, and of
heing fold that vee ave frying to “excape” from the duty
of making a Fappy world here and mow inio dreams of @
happy world elvewhere. But either there is “pie in the
shv™ or there is not. If there is not, then Clristanity i
false, for this docmine 5 wovers inie iy wiale fibric.”

To helieve in heaven i fo run bowsard life not to run
away from i,

2. We are oo eosily sohsfied.  Again he queted C.5.
Lewis:

“Owr Lord finds our desires, ol too strong, but foo
weak, We are half-heareed creatures, fooling about with
drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered
ns, fike an ignoramt chifd whe wants o go on making
mrud piex in @ slm becose fe coenal imagine what i
mreant by the affer of o holiday af the sea ™

Ciroting Malesim Muggeridge be noted that-
The only ultimare disgster thar can befall us, | have

come to realise , i to feel ourselves & be &t home heve
ot carth. As long a8 we gre alfens, we cannot forget our
e homeland

3. Waare ot wor,

It iz no coincidence that our minds don't naturclly fum
to heoven it is port of Satan's skotegy.  He quoted this
firme from Lewis’ brilliont Screvdape Letters whers the
sepior devil Screwtape urges his young nephew Waorm-
wiorod:

“The routine of adversity, the gradual decay of yourhfid
lowves and yowilful hopes, the guiel despair (hardlv fely
ay paint of ever cvercomigg the chromic femplanions
with whick we kave apain and again defeated them, the
drabness which we create in their lives and the narticu-
lare resentment with which we teach them fo respond to
it = all this provides admiraile opporturities for wearing
o soul our by atirition.™

“If on the other hand, the middle pears prove prosper-
oHS, ouF posifion is even sironger. Prosperity knots o
man fo the Forld, He feels that he ir “finding hir place
i ie”, while really it iz finding ite place fn him.  Hiz in-
creasing reputation , his widening circle of acquainian-
ciw, Fip sense of importance, the growing presrure of
absorbing and agrecable work, build up in him a sense
af being really at home fn corth, which i just what we
want.

4. We have forgoiten the centrality of the Cross. Thet is
we focus so much on whot God has saved us frem -
jedgrnent and sin that we forget what he has soved us
far- etemal felowship with Himself and our brothers
ared sisters in Chrisi—in o word heaven

He then challenged members that to live in the shodow-
lands is 4o live in the light of heaven for it is from there the
shodows ore cost.  This helps us in that:

1. It provides o context for our Bives. It rominds us thet
evers when the demonds of work, fomily ond church
appear very large on the hordzan the hodzon of this life
is very smali. 1t is but the fitle poge of our exstence
and the only things that will surdve will be those of
eternal significance.

2. We should live o difizens of heoven now. The maost
important feature of heaven is that God & of Hs cen.
tre - that iz the cssential feature of heavan, i we are
to lvm as cifizans of heaven we must have God ot the
centre of sur lives. We must ask ourselves and aoch
ather - is the centre holding

3. I reminds us thot every persen we meet iz o polential
cifizen of heaven or of hell there ore no mere martaks
these ore no ordinory people. We ore oll destined for
stemity the question is wheiher we are gaing to spend
it in (God's presence or not.



