Faith in Law:

Reasons for Hope
Disector Christine John ponders questions of work and faith

& are a generation who sorship our
work, work at our play and play ar

curworship.. ™ (Anonymons)

Even we Christians ane mped i that
culmre. We teach it to our children; aften
subliminally by theway we live,

[n the 1%60s when | was growing up and
learning vo think for myself - good years,
weren't they! - | was raught anything was
possitle if 1 wanted ard worked hard
gmugh far it

'_I'u;:da'r._ we are todd pm;p]e nu]ar-gu believe
they have any sway over their own future,
Thar sorme entity called, "global markes
Forces,” rules the wodld amd everyone in i
We are no longer in charge of our oam
desting; we are aliensted from the decsion
enaking process and, as we saw recenily, we
are at the meny of disscr actlon lobbying
proups.

Lamyers are rud immmune. We often see
oureslves as the vicrims of rlnn@e driven |1'|.I
the cconemic policles of government, and
we percelve the bantle for justice has already
been lost bo the Treasury acoountants,

Wz all sme, ns practitioners, the *1" socicry b
“my” rights, without responsibilities. This,
comned with the relativism chat now
pervades hosh owr Chetstlan and secular
weorlde, ir seems to me, hos had & profound
imnpact o the western payche.

If we g a society, focus on “me,” my rights”
andd “rivy .*xp:-ri-rm:e." we elevate what “1"
want above ol elie. Ot view of right and
wiong hecomes subjective and an individusl
cmotional response o any ghen situatlon,
Maraliey it may be srpued, is relative o o
particular irdividieal or group of prople and
may well change dependent upon time and
place. There o no absolutes and what 15
rightand wrong varies aronnd the workd and

BTOES |1.i:.h.1|:1_.'.

W' st be tolerant and “tolerance” is such
aseductive wood, dsn't irf

‘This is not just from the politcians cither,
Mamy in the Chrigtisn mevements in the
weet, likewlse plece wlerance at the top of
any secular virues they holdd tobe good. And
what's the problem ampsay! For Christians,
thee bove of God and all duese made in His
irnage i the fundation stone of our fadth,
B oo camowe na be raberant?

I think the answer is olwious whon
tolerate something offends the love of God,
When it adds to the wounads of our Savicur,
Jesus.

Tew thee sz af this, our western sociery buil
ot sand, the ethical tenssons zbeund.
Shareholder v stakeholder, business w
human righrs, business v. morality, gromth v
coms of growth {environmental and
human),

We are acally the firse genentlon in 2
pasition e descroy both the eco systemupon
which we rely and the genetic balanee which
is the human race. Within this world we live
and try ta aperate as lvaers.

Bast we are abse a part of God™s original
creation and that gives s reason for hope!

Ve are tald in Genesis 1:26, that "God said,
Lee e merke o in eun e, i e lileiess and
Ly him mule. v all the eomth” and again o
2:15, “The Load {od eook the man and put him
i the Garden of Eden poswsrk it and toke care of

Man was imvelved in Liod's creation at the
entliest stage, made with Him, 10 end the
porden. We nre o hare the respana billy of
the work of sewarding the earth, We are 1o
be nothing less than Ciod's representatives
on earth as He works ot His purposes
thiroasgh us. Graham D callls us. “God's
Llnder Managess" and Walter Eichresdt says

that the reserblance bumankind bears w0
(Geadd amtaches "a manifess valoe wowork”™ 2nd
that rhis means men and women  are:
“mgant o find the development of their
aptirudes and powers in purposeful labour,
rvwinich dhey are to possess & facsimile of the
chivine wark of ereation and s joy.”

In other werds d0 @ our way of achisving
fulfilment as humanbeings

And wae are not alone, God's there with us
like a doting parent willing us mo make the
right choice every timews walk through the
dear of the office, or inte a count room.
Whairing to work with us, alongssle and
within us. Because it is through cur work we
are 1o glorify and worship bim, It s w he
miet (0 condsel his crentive sustumimg and
redempaing ok end i is toowgh and endhar
sk that we resch st full poreieial and gifeeng,
enclmeed by God®, (Trom Work Well, Live
Well, by David Wescotr)

W we opon ourselves 1o those possibilities
and serve others by providing for their
needs, we are actively looking ro lve and
work in God's imnages, What is more, when
wiz o 6, the rewards are promised by Jesus,
wheo redecens all that has gone before and by
His Spirit encourapes wi in our Christ -
likeness: "Blessed ... are thoe who hear the wird
.,s.l'{_'h,;d and ul)..'y i "Luke 11:258.

How does our knowledge of our earthly
purpoze aid the promise of divine support,
affect our Christian behaviotin? Whar does
ancs.a.lng Christ actually mean or iraale
whien we'te af work!

As Chrisiians, we an: :I'\rﬂ'."lr.!il nts of bioth the
preat commdsion te pe our ard preach the
wosd (Mark 16:15, Moz 28:19,20) and the
preat commandaent ta love our neighbour
(hdant 22: 39 without sxpectaton of reward
{Luke 6:35). Indeed John Sroit argues boah
ave exgiessions of the samw unfeipred bove (1
John 311718}, Thiz has practical
implications & our vocaton and for the
L F s an ooganisasion.



Laws:
Reasons
for
Hope

Beginning with our vocanon, 1 believe we
are called w4 praceical priosivies:

& Towork hard

& Tohe aaleand lighe in the waeld

» To take owr oppoTtunitics whieme
we finel therm, and

®  Tokerjusnce ol

Lotz loak at those briafly.

¢ Towork hard,;

We are mcullngnd i 1 Cornthians
15258, " Therefoor  Bmothers, stand fom Let
nrn:’\vin; TROUE O, Ahuxty g youresbyee ||'l|‘|:f 13
the warsk af the Lerd beeaus: 5o hnos thst your
Libour in she Lowd &5 mec in vadn® and In
Ephesians 67 "Serve whaolshranedly, as if you
sceve serving the Lowd, not men.”

It seems nedicubous 1o even comternipbace
working harder. The question we need soask
ourselves s razher, do our priorities rmaich
the Lord s priorities for us!

« To be salt and light behind in the

world;

1 am the light of the word. Whoever follows me
will mever walk in daviness, b widll have the [ighe
aflif=." John Ba12

We all know thar Christlans are meant wo
reflect thar fight, that poedness in the world.
Tr Eance Jesus saps we are the light, notwe will
Lecome thelighe. So ifhe light b obsoured,
enaybe K8 e o ger the duster out ond
wipe off the grime. And il thar's notensugh,
i may be an ovethnul of the whole fimrrg &
averdoe!

As froporant, perheps more importantly
from our podition 38 lasvers, & the need 10
be salt, rubbed into culture ond presecving
society, wonking behind whae Chuock Colson
calls, encrmy lines. There has been 2 recent
series runnlng on BBCY abowr the SOE
du:ring World War 2, dﬂaﬂmg the t!pl*}iﬁ
anid effect of agents wotk behind enemy
lines in Burope over 5 years of war. When
the natbon's back was against the wall, icused
DO biravee e aned weornen ta i ol ae andd
arrack strategi enEry Langets.

When | was in practice, | finally lisened 1o
thee Lord who bad been nudging me{actually
Iy thiis stagze e was harmmering at the doosh
to manage peaple differendly. 1 well
remember going mie the managing
parinet’s office amd beginning with the
words, "Yow reaily are nob poing to
understand  this, bur 1 cannot g0 on
managing the department in thisway.,.”

The problem was che incsssant g and
momey targets, montbly calls from the
msrnging parners relling penple they hid

failed to meet them, judging everyone
almess enchusively on what thelr billable
hoars wars.

He treed 1o listen, Giod bless him, as [ said L
was golog todo things differently znd if that
affected the team's performance then he
could deal with o at the end of the
financial year. His eyes complesely glazed
overwhen 1 sald thar money didn’t matter to
me oz much as beng the person Giod called

me wbe?

Perfarmance in husiness doo matter of
course, bor the way we achieve it mamers
THUCETE

We should not be accommodating our
culture, nor should we love the werld, or i
aud, maresy, “You arg the sale of the earch
Jesus savs in Mare 5213, Jwst as the meag in 17
century Jerisalen decioyed without salt a5 3
preservative, so will our soclery. Light and
salt are our characrertraits in Christ. We will
shine m & dark world and we will penetrate
every sspect of ife, preserving snd seasoning
DI SO 18,

+ Taking cur opportunitics where we
fimd themy

Crar in the country, where the prospects fog
smaller firmes and the older § & 2 man
partnerships are much worse than in the
lsrger cites, these 5 a propensity 1o bemoan
the way things ame moving. To see change as
to fasr, moa hard on people, too expensive to
compere with

1'e been se reading Acts recently. | wonder
how many times Faul was rocked with the
same doubas aboar survival, che sae dosice
o allew seli concern its head! T'm sure he
was, He waz only buean, et from Paul we
leaem, even todoy, From Ged's band come
the gift of opportenities. Those
opportintties reveal themsebves in life isslf,

" where difficulries are there to be overcome,

and in change, where He calls far repentence
sl @ new direction, Increasingly wichin this
madical evohstion within our sociery, there
are opportunitics te tebuild Foeal
oot munity church, and ewen s community
of lewyers betng salt and light in a dark and
secuilar legal environment.



Thar brings me 6 the fourth aspect of our
ealling:

* Tolet justice rolls

i det frascice roll ke a viver, vighrecnomess like o
never failing streare.” Amos 524

This s owr specific calling. We have been
called imto the L by 2 God whio has 2 hagher
wision of justice than that contained in any
court practice guide. Justice is abour more
tham baw ond yer if even we Chiristian luayers
cannot grasp and work ovward Kingdom
values, what hape i there for aur narion?

What does the Lo vequive of pose? To amcn fusaly,
o g foge MRy el v ke fl.'umbl'.f with v
Ciad. " Micah 6:8

Hewme!

“Admamistes tme Justice; show  mercy  dand
compassion Do ong another. Do mot eppress the
swjdow ar the fatherless, che alien or the poor. {a
womz henrrs do nsr ehdnk il of soch other”
Fechariah 7:9, 10,

This speaks o some real issues m tocday’s
SClety:

True kingdom justice. What about the
influence money Pas on the guality of
pustice, both heee and abrosd! Whas abow
sinple parent families, asylum seckets, rragic
cases, like thar of the Samese twins,
ardinary every day cases, like the council
house tenant who s being harassed or even
hounded out becouse he or she dosan't look
like or act like his neighbourns? Whar sboa
the disabled and rhe poor. What are we
doing! Whar abour the concept of world-
wide pemice for the poorer nations where
slovery i3 again becaming pfmr.'tlél’i.l L b
oy feed bower prices o consumers in the
wess, What about the issue of debe relied? 12 i
atill on the political agenda? While ae talk,
others sulier

"The vighteous can whenet justice for the poos”
Proverbs 297

Giary Hnuger of the International Jusrice

Mission, n bawyer , says:
Uy m"mg':inm not shap with shhmg the goucf
news. Al ef us are eho cabled 10 de something w

care for the poor. . And we are all calied w deo
romething to seek fuatice for the sppressad. . Truly
e czn't share the gospel with everyone, fred all
the Fum,g'r]-. mi_fa'rl. el she xifliceed ov recse all
the copressed, iue all of ws can, prarise God, do
5|;||'rhn]1.lﬂ£ toadveinee thews priconi mn{ﬂaﬂ a

He goes on to wlk abour seasons of activieg,
basr | want to fowpress wpon you, s 5 wthar
yoie weere called w0 the lsw o do and you all
have the abiliny o conmribune insome way.

S, howar can vow, your chambbers, your firm,
be more imvolved in bringing justice o your
community 3t work, in the nation ar in the

world?

Furstack vourself the towgh questions:

¥ W heredo my priories lie!
B Whotdo lwant God and peaple 1o
know and remember me for!

Fear mee, Tean tel you, mw priofities are;

1. Rtrertand the girls Growing the girls has
been our combined & most important
praject for che bast 22 years

2. Taking rizks for Christ John Wimber,
feovnder of the Vineyard movemnent in the
)8 always spe It faith, KISK, and

3. To rake a step forwand each day for Christ
Small steps are perfectly acceprable and
n|wz1.3 honoured I:t:.- the Latd,

Pracrically, what can the LCE do to help
you fulfil your potential in che Lord?

W have plenry of arcas in which you might
like 1o be imvodved:

Law reformu the first groups in family and
crime are being gathered opether this e
to input on o specifically Christian legal
level;

Pastorally: specifically im the witk pl:l-:? Wi
h.'n.'r A stpwctise sl Up 0 N:‘Il.'h 'm:n'
member in their office arleast 3 times a year,
ter eneourage, check out amy problems, o
offer reachingand supporimo them aml thel

col leagues;

Internarional Justice we will shortly be on
the board of a mew chariry 10 fucther the
wotk of the Intermasianal ju-sme Bdbssicen,

which werks for the oppressed throughour
the world by providing advecates, ofien
from the west, In specific cases, and by
applying imtermabionsl  pressute on the
affeniing povernmen s, We are aksg already
clesely eesnnecred with the Kenyan LCF and
their pre bono work o the poaorest
communities in Mombasa and Mairobi, We
hepe bt td that o Sceuth Africa,

Evangelisme we ate abour ro pull sogether
weams for a major owreach by Lus Palay
during our 150 anniversary year, 20802, In
r]'lE' MhEArL tume L‘“.I1I1ETI ﬂl]'{. !.I_IE'.‘IkL:
mectings & well ns ethical sembmars abownd

Honw can vou add o the work of the LCE?

You can give Your prayer supgort or your
legal expertise; there ame 3 number of shorn
term nesds for legal misslons {2 or 5 weeks an
1 rime) both in Burope and further aficld,
Ak and we'll leryou have detnils

Tour encovragement s nlways valued, This
polr can bee very dzolaring for thege of us wha
are more ussd to the teamwork of a large
practice. If we're poing to work the same
lomg howees and give the commitment you do
v your work, it woukd be good to hear fiom
people ocoastonally rthat something has
seevachk thems, or becter atill, one of their non-
Chirtstian colbeagues,

Yous cam also give your financial support.

Thee LCFs budget 14 explained within this
ssue, bur just gewing 3 of ws argund the
country on a regular basks and funding the
expensesof those who seek o be ivolved, is
a costly affait. Curoverall budger for the year
2001 will be arosend £150,000, and many in
the organisation do not chaim what they
might and we alleck out the nesources in the

iostefficient manner, possible.

Theere fevery eeal reason for hope that vou, in
and through your wozk, can make a
difference for Chirlst, both individually and
in fellpwship with other lwayers. With

Christ aseur papd canwe fail!



